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Forgiveness
What is forgiveness? The more | talk with people the more | am convinced that this
is a hard concept to understand. Our post-Christian society is moving further from
our Judeo-Christian values, and we are seeing an increase in misunderstanding or
ignorance in the importance of forgiveness. Look at the newsfeed articles or
television programs that are constantly flooding our minds with injustice. Groups and
organizations are formed to stand up for those who cannot, and they exist to right
the wrongs and bring justice to their special interests. The problem is that they are
not satisfied and do not offer healthy solutions because they would lose their reason
to exist. Let that sink in. The special interest groups continue to exist, and it has
wrongly taught generations of people that justice is the only path to fix their

problems.

To understand forgiveness we need to understand justice. According to Merriam-
Webster, the definition for "Justice" is: "The maintenance or administration of what is
just, especially by the impartial adjustment of conflicting claims or the assignment of

merited rewards or punishments." This is where we get "administration of justice"

pertaining to law enforcement. Our society has laws. We break the law, and law
enforcement is there to administer justice. The consequences are then applied
according to what the law states as a punishment or satisfaction. We look to this as
being fair and just. The problem is that not every broken law is enforced, every
punishment is not just, and injustice can create problems both socially and

personally. So, what is our solution?

Let us go back to God's word, and what He has given us as a guide and example of

what we need to do with our need for justice. In the Sermon On The Mount, Jesus



taught his disciples how to pray. He instructed them to pray that God would forgive
their trespasses or debt, and that we are to do the same to those who trespass or
have debt against us. He concluded it by saying: "For if you forgive other people
when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do
not forgive others their sin, your father will not forgive your sins." Matthew 6:14,15.
The Apostle Paul backed up the words of Christ in his letters, particularly in
Ephesians 4 and Colossians 3, that we are to forgive each other just as Christ has

forgiven us. We need to learn how to forgive.

Jesus was our ultimate example of how we are to forgive. The story of our
forgiveness started in the very beginning. In the beginning God created mankind in
His image, male and female, so that we could have a relationship with Him and each
other. Mankind broke that relationship by sinning (not only against God but against
each other too), and because God is just and holy, our punishment was eternal
separation. Justice was satisfied. But, God was not satisfied. His nature is to love us,
and He would not be satisfied unless we were with Him and had a relationship with
Him. God created us to love because He is love. 1 John 4 tells us that love comes
from God, and that we are to love one another. God ultimately showed His love for
us by sending His Son to the world to sacrifice Himself on a cross, so that the justice
for our sins could be administered and satisfy the law. Jesus took injustice on
Himself by dying on the cross to satisfy the justice required by the law, and in doing
so he opened up the power of forgiveness. While Jesus was on the cross He asked

God to forgive the men who crucified Him! (Luke 23:34)

Jesus gave us many examples of forgiveness, but one parable can sum up what He
is talking about in Matthew 18:21-35. Jesus compared mankind to a servant who
owed the king 10,000 bags of gold, and when it was time to settle the debts the

servant did not have enough gold to repay. The consequences were to be thrown in

prison until the debt was paid off. The servant knelt down and begged the king to be
patient with him, and he promised to repay his debts. The king was so moved by the
servant that he decided to forgive the servants debt completely. But, once the
servant left he found a fellow servant who owed him 100 silver coins and demanded
that he repay the debt. The fellow servant begged him to be patient, and he
promised to repay what he owed. The servant had no compassion on his fellow

servant and had him thrown into prison until he could repay. This is a picture of



unforgiveness. The king found out about the servant who he had just forgave, and
he was furious. He ordered that the servant, who was forgiven of great debt, be
thrown into prison until his debts were repaid. Here is the application: We have a

great debt to our God who is our King. The justice our fellow man owes us pales in
comparison to what we owe God. How can we withhold the forgiveness that was

given to us by our God from our fellow man?

So, what is forgiveness? It is a daily practice of carrying our cross and satisfying the
requirements of justice by administering love in its place. If we are created in God's
image than we will never be satisfied with mere justice because He was not satisfied
with ours. God administered love on the cross to a creation that broke their
relationship with Him. We rejected God's commands and ultimately brought
punishment on ourselves. Because of His love for us, He died for us and gave us a
choice to accept His love or reject it. Love cannot exist without the possibility of
rejection. And, by administering love on the cross He gave us a roadmap to
forgiveness and repairing our relationship with Him. The only thing that is required
by God to repair our relationship with Him is forgiveness and love. Not justice alone.
Romans 3:23 says, "For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God". Romans
6:23 says, "For the wages of sin is death (eternal separation), but (forgiveness of our
sins) the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." Paul goes on to say in
Romans 10:9,10, "If you declare with your mouth, 'Jesus is Lord," and believe in you
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart
that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith
and are saved." Do you need to ask for forgiveness? Are you separated from God?
Are you separated from people in your life? Do you need to forgive them? We have
to forgive one another. It is the only thing that can satisfy us. Without forgiveness we
are in broken relationship. And, without forgiveness for others, God will not forgive

us. - Joseph Ferreira

Upcoming Events

January 29th - Roundtable Meeting
We have a roundtable meeting coming up soon! This meeting is open to all who




want to join. We will talk about 2025 and what we have planned. Registration is
required, and it can be found at this link: Roundtable Registration

May 27th - First Annual Golf Tournament
We are having a golf tournament at the end of Mental Health Awareness Month in
May! We are looking for teams and sponsors to participate in this event. We will be
sending out a registration link soon!
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The Encouragement Now Podcast
Are you listening to our podcast? It is hosted by Kevin Phillips, Joseph Ferreira, and
Laura Dahne. Together we will look at life's good and bad challenges through the
lens of the Bible. Each episode will tackle everyday subjects like anxiety, depression,

happiness, grace, worry, etc. with practical wisdom and the scriptures.

You can subscribe on iTunes, or you can listen to it directly off of our website. Click
Here to go to the Podcast Page. We are excited to have this free resource to help

people and to spread the Word of God.


https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/By9JS0y_QoiqHILmtphRuw
https://encouragementnowministries.com/category/podcast/
https://encouragementnowministries.com/category/podcast/
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1John 4:7-12

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who

loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is

love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning
sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in

us and his love is made complete in us.

We Need Your Help!



We are looking for corporate, church, and individual partnerships for our ministry.
Mental health is one of the most sought after and talked about subject our society is
focused on, but they are missing the Biblical truths that God's Word has to offer.
Churches are finding themselves unable to handle some of the challenges they are
presented with, and they need a safe place to send their members. We are that
place, but we need your help. Encouragement Now Ministries (ENM) is donation
funded. Monthly partnerships are the backbone of our ministry. This allows us to
train up counselors, minister to the needs of churches and individuals, and grow our
ministry. We are a 501(c)(3) organization that can be that place. Talk to your
company about donating to ENM, and consider a monthly partnership. Every dollar
is connected to a soul.

Click Here For Our Donation Portal

With Love from Kevin Phillips - MA, LPC, BA Theology

Founder of Encouragement Now Ministries

Kevin Phillips' love for people's hearts and minds has moved him to
launch Encouragement Now Ministries and Encouragement Now
Counseling University.

Visit Our Website
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Encouragement Now Ministries
P.O. Box 232 Van Wyck,


https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/7383921
https://encouragementnowministries.com/
https://facebook.com/EncouragementNowMinistries
https://facebook.com/EncouragementNowMinistries
https://www.instagram.com/encouragementnowministries/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/encouragementnowministries/?hl=en
http://www.encouragementnowministries.com/
http://www.encouragementnowministries.com/




